
Talking Points for Conversations with State Senators 

NUCA of Nebraska supports LB242 Adopt the Infrastructure Improvement and Replacement Assistance Act to 
provide for a turnback of state sales tax revenue for the sale of potable water in Nebraska. Currently residents of 
Nebraska towns and cities pay 5 ½% sales tax on water. LB242 proposed that a portion of the sales tax would 
be turned back to municipalities for water and sewer main upgrades. The estimate is $23 million. Legislation 
likeLB242 would help ensure clean, safe drinking water and efficient and effective wastewater systems for 
constituents. It lays the groundwork for private investment and promotes economic development. 

NUCA of Nebraska is supporting LB720 Adopt the ImagiNE Nebraska Act, Renewable Chemical Production 
Tax Credit Act, Customized Job Training Act, and Community Economic Opportunities Act and provide tax 
incentives. LB720 would provide tax incentives for businesses to locate in Nebraska. The Nebraska Advantage 
Act is sunsetting this year. NUCA of Nebraska supports legislation like this that promotes workforce 
development and public-private partnerships with community colleges and other organizations.  

NUCA of Nebraska is opposing LB890 Provide for water, wastewater, utility, and sewer construction projects 
under the Political Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act. This bill would expand the ability of political 
subdivisions in Nebraska to use design build and construction manager at risk contracting methods for sewer, 
water and utility projects. This legislation would allow for the Design Build process to be utilized on whatever 
size or type of project the entity would want and leave the door open for interpretation on contractor selection 
criteria. The competitive bid process currently has the advantage of providing a clear winner that is low bid 
which results in savings to the taxpayer. Design build projects would also greatly reduce the number of 
contractors that could provide proposals and favor larger companies while putting our smaller and midsize firms 
at a competitive disadvantage. Most of the contractors in the state fit into the small to Midsize category and do 
not have the capital or resources required to undertake this type of project delivery method. 
 
NUCA of Nebraska’s recommendation is to strengthen the decision-making process that any political 
subdivision must go through before they decide to use design build for a specific project. We’re asking for 
public comment to voice concerns before any decision is made on the contracting method. We’re also asking 
that if a political subdivision does choose design-build for any given project, they must explain in writing why 
they chose this contracting method over the traditional design-bid-build process.  

NUCA of Nebraska is opposing is LB846, introduced by Senator Dan Quick. This bill would reduce the number 
of days to begin receiving benefits after a workplace injury or illness from seven days to three days. It would 
also reduce the number of days to start receiving retroactive benefits for those initial days away from work from 
six weeks to two weeks. NUCA of Nebraska opposes legislation that reduces workers’ compensation benefits 
and could increase workers’ compensation fraud.  

NUCA of Nebraska opposes LB1129 introduced by Senator Tony Vargas. This bill states that if a person, firm 
or corporation lets a portion of a contract to a contractor or subcontractor for work ordinarily done by 
employees of the person, firm or corporation without requiring the contractor or subcontractor to procure a 
policy or policies of insurance from an insurance company licensed to write such insurance to guarantee 
payment of compensation to injured workers. This is a liability that contractors shouldn’t incur for uninsured or 
underinsured subcontractors.  

 


